S6914

the treatment of related individuals under
the employee retention tax credit; to the
Committee on Finance.
By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. ROSEN,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PETERS, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. LUJAN, and Mr. SANDERS):

S. 2937. A Dbill to authorize humanitarian
assistance and civil society support, promote
democracy and human rights, and impose
targeted sanctions with respect to human
rights abuses in Burma, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr.
ScoTT of Florida):

S. 2938. A bill to designate the United
States Courthouse and Federal Building lo-
cated at 111 North Adams Street in Tallahas-
see, Florida, as the ‘“Joseph Woodrow
Hatchett United States Courthouse and Fed-
eral Building”’, and for other purposes; to the

Committee on Environment and Public
Works.
By Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr.
KING):

S. 2939. A bill to amend the Help America
Vote Act of 2002 to support State and local
governments making a transition to ranked
choice voting; to the Committee on Rules
and Administration.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

8. 172
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNG), the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) and the Senator from Rhode
Island (Mr. REED) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 172, a bill to authorize
the National Medal of Honor Museum
Foundation to establish a commemora-
tive work in the District of Columbia
and its environs, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 212
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY) and the Senator from
Virginia (Mr. KAINE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 212, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow
a refundable tax credit against income
tax for the purchase of qualified access
technology for the blind.
S. 344
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S.
344, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to provide for concurrent
receipt of veterans’ disability com-
pensation and retirement pay for dis-
ability retirees with fewer than 20
years of service and a combat-related
disability, and for other purposes.
S. 464
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 464, a bill to amend the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 to require a group health
plan or health insurance coverage of-
fered in connection with such a plan to
provide an exceptions process for any
medication step therapy protocol, and
for other purposes.
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S. 535
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR), the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CORNYN) and the Senator
from Utah (Mr. ROMNEY) were added as
cosponsors of S. 535, a bill to authorize
the location of a memorial on the Na-
tional Mall to commemorate and honor
the members of the Armed Forces that
served on active duty in support of the
Global War on Terrorism, and for other
purposes.
S. 659
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
659, a bill to require the Secretary of
Transportation to promulgate regula-
tions relating to commercial motor ve-
hicle drivers under the age of 21, and
for other purposes.
S. 796
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the names of the Senator from Florida
(Mr. RUBIO) and the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) were added
as cosponsors of S. 796, a bill to codify
maternity care coordination programs
at the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes.
S. 834
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
834, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for the
distribution of additional residency po-
sitions, and for other purposes.
S. 1063
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1063, a bill to provide women
with increased access to preventive and
life-saving cancer screening.
S. 1147
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1147, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to permit certain
retired members of the uniformed serv-
ices who have a service-connected dis-
ability to receive both disability com-
pensation from the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for their disability and ei-
ther retired pay by reason of their
years of military service or Combat-
Related Special Compensation, and for
other purposes.
S. 1291
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1291, a bill to provide for a stand-
ard record of service on active duty for
members of the reserve components of
the Armed Forces, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1362
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms.
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1362, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for cov-
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erage under the Medicare program of
pharmacist services.
S. 1532
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1532, a bill to provide a
work opportunity tax credit for mili-
tary spouses and to provide for flexible
spending arrangements for childcare
services for uniformed services fami-
lies.
S. 1544
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) and the Senator from
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1544, a bill to amend
title XIX of the Social Security Act to
streamline enrollment under the Med-
icaid program of certain providers
across State lines, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1596
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) and the Senator from Maine
(Ms. CoLLINS) were added as cosponsors
of S. 1596, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint coins in
commemoration of the National World
War II Memorial in Washington, DC,
and for other purposes.
S. 1670
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1670, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a non-
refundable credit for working family
caregivers.
S. 1785
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1785, a bill to repeal the
debt ceiling, and for other purposes.
S. 1813
At the request of Mr. COONS, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1813, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
to support research on, and expanded
access to, investigational drugs for
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, and for
other purposes.
S. 1873
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
names of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) and the Senator from
West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1873, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to provide for Medicare coverage of
multi-cancer early detection screening
tests.
S. 1986
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1986, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act and the Bipar-
tisan Budget Act of 2018 to expand and
expedite access to cardiac rehabilita-
tion programs and pulmonary rehabili-
tation programs under the Medicare
program, and for other purposes.
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S. 2011

At the request of Mr. CoOONS, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIrRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2011, a bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to honor the contributions
of all those whose efforts led to the
successful development of life saving

vaccines to combat the novel
coronavirus.

S. 2096
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
KELLY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2096, a bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to authorize ad-
mission of Canadian retirees as long-
term visitors for pleasure described in
section 101(a)(15)(B) of such Act, and
for other purposes.
S. 2221
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2221, a bill to restrict executive agen-
cies from acting in contravention of
Executive Order 13950, and for other
purposes.
S. 2233
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from New
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 2233, a bill to es-
tablish a grant program for shuttered
minor league baseball clubs, and for
other purposes.
S. 2283
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2283, a bill to improve the Vet-
erans Crisis Line of the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2372
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) and the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mrs. FISCHER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2372, a bill to amend
the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Res-
toration Act to make supplemental
funds available for management of fish
and wildlife species of greatest con-
servation need as determined by State
fish and wildlife agencies, and for other
purposes.
S. 2471
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) and the Senator
from Montana (Mr. TESTER) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2471, a bill to estab-
lish a community disaster assistance
fund for housing and community devel-
opment and to authorize the Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development to
provide, from the fund, assistance
through a community development
block grant disaster recovery program,
and for other purposes.
S. 2515
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2515, a bill to amend the
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Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 to treat
attendance at an institution of higher
education the same as work for the
purpose of determining eligibility to
participate in the supplemental nutri-
tion assistance program.
S. 2578
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) and the Senator from
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2578, a bill to extend
the moratorium on residential evic-
tions, and for other purposes.
S. 2683
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the names of the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN), the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. KAINE) and the Senator from
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2683, a bill to amend
title XXXIIT of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act with respect to flexibility and
funding for the World Trade Center
Health Program, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2721
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2721, a bill to require the In-
ternal Revenue Service to issue a re-
port on the tax gap, to establish a fel-
lowship program within the Internal
Revenue Service to recruit mid-career
tax professionals to create and partici-
pate in an audit task force, and for
other purposes.
S. 2736
At the request of Mr. BURR, the
names of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) and the Senator
from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2736, a bill to
exclude vehicles to be used solely for
competition from certain provisions of
the Clean Air Act, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2756
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2756, a bill to posthumously award
a Congressional Gold Medal, in com-
memoration of the service members
who perished as a result of the attack
in Afghanistan on August 26, 2021, dur-
ing the evacuation of citizens of the
United States and Afghan allies at
Hamid Karzai International Airport,
and for other purposes.
S. 2800
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2800, a bill to amend the
Higher Education Act of 1965 to support
community college and industry part-
nerships, and for other purposes.
S. 2876
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2876, a bill to prioritize the efforts of,
and to enhance coordination among,
United States agencies to encourage
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countries in Central and Eastern Eu-
rope to improve the security of their
telecommunications networks, and for
other purposes.
S. 2890
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2890, a bill to allow the participants
in the National Health Service Corps to
defer their obligated service in order to
receive training in palliative care serv-
ices.
S. 2922
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the names of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Sen-
ator from New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2922, a
bill to establish a commission to study
the war in Afghanistan.
S. RES. 183
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the
Senator from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER)
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 183,
a resolution condemning the Govern-
ment of Iran’s state-sponsored persecu-
tion of its Baha’i minority and its con-
tinued violation of the International
Covenants on Human Rights.
S. RES. 321
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the names of the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 321, a
resolution expressing the sense of the
Senate to reduce traffic fatalities to
zero by 2050.
S. RES. 345
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 345, a resolution expressing
the sense of the Senate on the political
situation in Belarus.
S. RES. 360
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO), the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. BOOZMAN), the Senator
from Florida (Mr. ScoTT) and the Sen-
ator from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN)
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 360,
a resolution celebrating the 30th anni-
versary of the independence of Ukraine
from the former Soviet Union.
S. RES. 377
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 377, a resolution urging the Euro-
pean Union to designate Hizballah in
its entirety as a terrorist organization.
S. RES. 380
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) and the Senator from Florida
(Mr. RUBIO) were added as cosponsors
of S. Res. 380, a resolution reiterating
United States support for the people of
the Republic of South Sudan in their
quest for lasting peace, stability, and
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democracy after 10 years of independ-
ence and calling for a review of United
States policy toward South Sudan.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr.
OSSOFF, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BROWN,
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. COONS,
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. HASSAN,
Mr. HEINRICH, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. KELLY, Mr. KING,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LUJAN, Mr.

MARKEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. PADILLA, Mr.

PETERS, Mr. REED, Ms. ROSEN,
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mrs.

SHAHEEN, Ms. SINEMA, Ms.
SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr.
TESTER, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr.

WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 4. A bill to amend the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 to revise the criteria
for determining which States and polit-
ical subdivisions are subject to section
4 of the Act, and for other purposes;
read the first time.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, it is real-
ly with hope, pride, and optimism that
I rise today to honor the legacy of an
icon of the civil rights movement, a
hero of democracy, and a dear personal
friend of mine: John Lewis.

More than anything, John Lewis was
a man of action. Where he saw suf-
fering, he tried to end it. Where he saw
injustice, he tried to correct it. Where
“good trouble’” was needed, he showed
up for it.

The most fitting way to honor the
legacy of John Lewis is to take action
ourselves—the action that he would
have. So it is with pride today that I
introduce the John Lewis Voting
Rights Advancement Act of 2021. It is a
vital piece of legislation to restore the
landmark Voting Rights Act.

Now, this legislation is the culmina-
tion of many months of tireless work
across the Halls of Congress, back and
forth between the House and the Sen-
ate. But that is exactly what Congress-
man Lewis would have wanted to see.
That work began by building the
record and telling the story of the cur-
rent conditions for voters across the
country.

But what did that record show?

A shocking picture.

Empowered by the Supreme Court’s
damaging 2013 decision in Shelby Coun-
ty v. Holder, States across the country
have been advancing and enacting
sweeping voter suppression efforts to
make it more—not less—difficult for
American citizens to participate in
their own democracy.
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Can you imagine that—making it
harder for Americans to participate in
their own democracy?

And today, tens of thousands of
Americans are being disenfranchised
under the guise of State law. And it is
no coincidence that certain commu-
nities consistently bear the brunt of
these suppression schemes across the
country.

Throughout our history, we have
worked to make our democracy ever
more inclusive, not exclusive. With
each generation, we have sought to em-
power millions more to be equal par-
ticipants in America’s system of self-
government. So make no mistake: This
tidal wave of voter suppression effort
seeks to bend the arc of equal justice
and equal rights backward. We should
not allow that to stand.

Action in Congress is desperately
needed. The House answered the call
from Congressman Lewis and others to
protect our precious, almost sacred
right to vote, and they passed a bold
version of the John Lewis Voting
Rights Advancement Act earlier this
year.

Today, in the Senate, we will be in-
troducing a version of that bill that
should get the votes needed to restore
the Voting Rights Act.

This legislation addresses the Court’s
2013 and 2021 decision. This should be
advanced here. It should be passed by
the House, and it surely would be
signed into law. And there is no reason
for delay.

This legislation addresses the Su-
preme Court’s Shelby County decision
by restoring the Justice Department’s
preclearance powers to prevent States
from enacting discriminatory voting
changes. The legislation limits the
harms caused by the Supreme Court’s
Brnovich decision earlier this year by
enshrining a private right of action and
clear factors with which voters can
bring lawsuits against attempts to dis-
enfranchise them.

Fundamentally, this legislation
seeks to ensure that the Justice De-
partment possesses the tools it needs
to protect the right to vote for all
Americans, regardless of party or race
or creed or background.

Now, you wouldn’t know by listening
to the partisan rancor of today’s poli-
tics, but this goal—protecting our
right to vote—has never been a par-
tisan issue.

John Lewis once said: “We all know
this is not a Democratic Republican
issue. It is an American one.”

Truer words haven’t been spoken.

We should remember that reauthor-
izing the Voting Rights Act on a bipar-
tisan basis is the way we have always
done it. The core provisions of the Vot-
ing Rights Act have been reauthorized
five times. Remember that, five times.
Every time, this has been done with
overwhelming bipartisan support in
Congress. It was signed by President
Nixon. It was signed by President
Reagan. It was signed by President
George W. Bush. They all signed the
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Voting Rights Act reauthorizations
into law. They knew the profound im-
portance of the landmark law for our
democracy. In fact, the most recent
Voting Rights Act reauthorization was
in 2006.

And do you know what the vote was
in the U.S. Senate?

Ninety-eight to zero. And many Sen-
ators still serving today, both Repub-
lican and Democrat, voted to support
that legislation.

The toxic partisanship of American
politics today has obscured what has,
for decades, united us across party
lines. This is the belief that protecting
our right to vote—the very right that
gives democracy its name—is bigger
than party or politics. It is the belief
that a system of self-government—a
government of, by, and for the people—
is one that is worth preserving for gen-
erations to come. It is the belief that
government exists to serve the will of
the people, not the other way around.

And that, Mr. President, is what I be-
lieve.

And so, today, I hold the memory of
John Lewis—of his advocacy, of his
passion, of his zealous belief to our bet-
ter angels—to urge all Senators, re-
gardless of party, to join me in restor-
ing and reauthorizing the Voting
Rights Act. The John Lewis Voting
Rights Advancement Act gives us that
opportunity. Congressman Lewis, I
know, would have wanted us to come
together and find a path forward to ad-
dressing the many threats facing
Americans’ foundational right to vote.

I will tell you what he would not
have accepted. He would not have ac-
cepted inaction. So let’s try to live up
to the memory and the example of
John Lewis—a heroic man of action,
one of my dearest friends in my years
in the Congress. And I know he is
watching over us. Let’s make him
proud.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, first,
let me thank my friend, our chairman
of the Judiciary, Senator LEAHY, not
only for introducing this legislation
but for his dedication to voting rights
over the many decades that he has
served in this body. Few have done
more to push voting rights to make
sure people have the right to vote with-
out some of the barriers that have al-
ways been placed in the way by people
who want to discriminate against peo-
ple—particularly people of color—when
it comes to voting. So I thank him.

Mr. President, the story of American
democracy is a messy tale of starts and
stops. For over 240 years, our march to
establish the United States as a full de-
mocracy has always seemed to involve
two steps forward, one step back.

Today, I am proud to join my col-
leagues, Senators LEAHY and DURBIN,
as they lead this Chamber in another
bold step forward by introducing the
John Lewis Voting Rights Advance-
ment Act, a long-overdue update to the
Voting Rights Act of 1965. No piece of
legislation has done more to protect
the franchise than the Voting Rights
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